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Installing Design Builder

*Background/skills
computers

required: Basic understanding about buildings and

®*Resources required: P-IV or above computer with at least 256MB RAM,
internet connection (not for entire duration of use)

®*Expected duration of tutorial: Half hour
®Qutcome of tutorial: installation of DB, understanding its working

Step-1: Go to Design Builder website

Design Builder evaluation is Free available for one month. It can be
downloaded from www.designbuilder.co.uk
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[llustration-0.1: opening Screen of Désign Builder website



Step-2: Register yourself and download Design Builder:

To download Design Builder first one has to get registered online:
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Developed spedifically to simplify the process of building simulation, DesignBuilder is a
state-of-the-art software tool that allows you to rapidly develop and compare the function

and performance of your building designs. Find out more...
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lllustration-0.2: Registration of user

Basic information input about the user is required while registering as user:
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lllustration-0.3: User information required

One can check the version of Design Builder that is going to be downloaded,
as shown in lllustration 0.4.



{= DesignBuilder - Building design, simulation and visualisation - Downloads | Software - Windows Internet Explorer,

@'\h,/” - ‘,ﬁhttp:waw.designbu\lder.cn.ukjcnmpnnent,l’nptiﬂn,cnm_dncmanftaskJcat_viewfgid,ll,ﬂtem\d,ﬁﬂ,l’ V| *3|| X ‘ | P

File Edit Wiew Favorites Tools  Help

W [BBLIQDesignBuwlder Help [jDEsignBui\dEr-Eu\lding du ] I @ - B @ v |i2FPage - _’}} Tools ~
3 . . % Home ® Downloads i
& DesignBuilder
SOFTWARE International sales & support =5 M0 &8 11 ' BN & search...
Home Products Downloads Training Support Partners About Us
NI, Downloads
Software Files Date added
Documents Order by : name | date | hits [ ascendent ]
Tutorials
Data ﬁ Click here to download DesignBuilder v.1.6.9.003 @ 26.09.2008
Models You must be logged in before attempting to download.
1f you do not have a login and password, dlick here to register.
Free 30 Day Tnal Message for UK Users:  This version is appraved By CILG for EPC lodgement
Get Started Tutorials The free version of DesignBuilder wil run in evaluation mode for B0 days from installation.
- - = After 30 days you will need to purchase a license to continug to use the product.
Buy DesignBuilder . . .
s If you have a previous version of DesignBuider installed you njust uninstall from Control Panel -> Add or remove
programs before running this download to instal the new verion.
User Mel s DesignBuilder is designed for Windows Vista, Windows XP, and Windows 2000 - see hardware requirements.
Change User Details s View detais of the latest changes and product revision histo
Your Order History Beta Test Prerelease Software L3
This public beta is a prerelease version of the next release of DesignBuider. The purpose of this beta is to gather
your feedback so that DesignBuilder Software can verify that the ltest changes to the software have been
Mﬂ correctly implemented. While available for all users, it s recommended only for experienced DesignBuilder users.
Hi, aviruch -
e Risks
Beta test software is by definition, still in test mode, and as such plesents a certain level of risk. To avoid losing your
wiork you should make frequent saves. You are advised not to use fhis version on production design without
consulting with DesignBuilder Support.
Support
Please help us by contacting DesignBuilder support by email if you cpme across any bugs. E‘
Hits: 1278
1 1

<€

|

Login with Current version
user name available for download

and
password

[llustration 0.4: Checking the version being downloaded

Pricing for different types of licences as shown in lllustration 0.5, can be seen
by clicking the ‘purchase a license’ on the screen shown in Illustration 0.4.
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lllustration 0.5: Pricing screen

Besides this getting started guide, there are several other options of getting
support for using the software as shown in lllustration 0.6.
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lllustration 0.6: Design Builder Support Options

Step-3: Installing Design Builder



Once the Design Builder setup file is downloaded, on double clicking it, the
software gets installed. The user should let it get installed in default manner.
On installation, there would be an icon of the desktop as short cut.

Double click on the icon or initiatiate the software by locating it through the
start menu.

Every time the Design Builder is started, it shows the screen shown in
lllustration 0.6 containing information about version, and expiry date.
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date of
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[llustration 0.6: Initialising screen

While installing Design Builder an evaluation license key is generated for each
module. These evaluation licences are to be entered in the screen shown in
Illustration 0.7.

Evaluation key is valid for 30 days from the date of installation.
If Design Builder needs to be purchased, an e-mail containing a serial

number, license keys and information on when the licences expire would be
received, which has to be entered in screen for license.
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[llustration 0.7: Entering license information

Step-4: Checking proper working of Design Builder

Once the license keys are provided, on opening the Design Builder software,
the starting screen of Design Builder comes as shown in lllustration 0.8, which
contains available files and templates. On subsequent running, it also
includes the listing of recently used files.
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[llustration 0.8: Opening screen of Design Builder

Double click any file out of the list of existing files (lets say: “single zone
example”). After thisanother screen would pop up as shown in lllustration 0.9.



In this default weather file would be London/UK. For the purpose of checking
proper installation of software, it is advised not to change the weather file.Now
select ‘OK’, at the bottom of this screen.

Avalilability of internet at this point is essential since the weather file is
downloaded automatically from DB server.
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Analysis type 1EnergyPlus
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Hep | [ Cenca || 0K |

] Dan't show this dialog next time [

lllustration 0.9: New project Data Screen

If ‘single zone example’ was selected in previous step, the screen would show
geometry of a building as shown in lllustration 0.10.

The key for starting simulation is shown at the bottom of this illustration as
shown in lllustration 0.9..



DAHS S 4 ALHLLPOIROODDOD 5 &
= - P
-J XJ ‘ ’ o :x::)llﬂwbmmwdlﬂe

Navigating

To be sure of nenigating bo the required
Sartace, click nce 10 Sk he Surtace
and if itis the comed one. double-click.
without maving the mouse.

O tiote that the most rekistie war 1o
SHect 3 particular sutace is b olick near
its geomedric contre

Go 1 surface level by double-tlickdng on
the appropriate surface in the Model view
©of single-chicking on the surtace in the
Navigator list

Floor shading
The wary Tl Noos Surtaces ane shaded
depends on he Zone loor shading’ option
o Thi Advanced tad of the Building madal
options dialog Y ou can shade by Acthilty
;ﬂ‘!ﬂ. HVAC Lemplati of nol Shade al

x

Lighting controd ensors

Thi lacation of the daykght sensor is
shown in blue. 1tis assumed to be al desk
height (0.Ben].

Lighting control centres can be moved by
selecing with ihe mouse and using the
Move command.

' Clgal to detaults

LI J Key.for
(7] adiabari A starti ng

o mllmwlwmlm‘;:‘ simulation
ST : =L —

|- L C Teenal_rern_iretall B

[llustration 0.10: Display

of building geometry

On selecting the ‘simulation’ key, screen shown in lllustration 0.11, a pop up
would appear which controls the ‘calculation details’. For this time being it is
advised to select ‘OK’ while keeping the default values.
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lllustration 0.11: Calculation details screen
On selecting ‘OK’, another screen similar to the screen shown in lllustration
0.7 containing the license details would come up. On selecting ‘continue’ in
this screen, the screen shows a progress bar indicating that some calculations
are going on.




After few seconds, the screen shown in lllustration 0.12 appears on the
screen.
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Result screen
By following the above steps, if one has obtained this screen, it can be

concluded that the software has been installed correctly and example files are
running well.



